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to see his people imposed upon and cheated by false airs

of sanctimoniousness.

'Personally of course I have very few religious preferences,
and really could not say whether I think the Vedas more
authoritative or the Bible or the Koran or the Avesta. But
socially the people attach a high importance to these ceremonies.
It is a great pity that they are so sunk in ritual as never to under-
stand the principles of their religion. In their apathy they fall
in blindly with the interested inventions of the priests. It is
with this view that I want to make a change.'I

In this particular matter he had his way in the Palace,
but Brahmanical influence seems to have been too strong,
or inborn reverence for tradition was too deeply rooted,
to permit any serious change in the attitude of the people.
His Highness, however,, was not content to let the matter
rest there. A chance question which he asked of the
family priest as to the meaning of certain things revealed
the complete ignorance of the holy father, and the Maha-
raja asked himself, not without a smile, what good it was
to perform rites and ceremonies which the ptiest him-
self did not understand. He began to make his own
inquiries, much to the disgust even of his own relatives,
to whom in the simplicity of their orthodoxy it was little
less than sacrilege even to examine the deeds and the
dogmas of the forefathers. They called him a free-thinker,
or in more contemptuous language an atheist. But he
went his way unmoved, and under his directions a book
was compiled by a learned Maratha Brahman, one Shanker
Moro Ranade, assisted by other learned Pundits and
Shastris, which gave an exhaustive account of all the
religious ceremonies performed in the Royal family.

It is difficult in these days, when Europe is in a Laodi-
cean frame of mind, to appreciate the strength which
even the outward observances of religion had over the
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